
MEMBER UPDATE: 6 June 2020 

Diggers FC committee wishes to update its members with the latest FQ Returning to training 
guidelines.  We please ask that all members including Parents, coaches, players read the following 
Club statement carefully. 

Firstly, YES there has been some changes to restrictions for community football to return to 
training.  However there are important restrictions that are extremely prohibitive to make it possible 
for all members to return to training.  During Stage 2 the club has to provide sanitising stations, 
constantly clean training equipment and parents would have to take any bibs the players wear 
home to wash and return the following week.  The club would also have to keep a contact trace 
record of every player, parent and sibling/s that enter the grounds, keep tallies of people arriving 
and leaving the grounds etc.  Parents would have to remain in their cars at all times, parking & 
remaining outside the grounds and most importantly, this would be NON CONACT training until 
Stage 3 starting July 10.  So, no tackling, no little games for miniroos, every time a child handles a 
ball or touches a marker or agility pole with their hands, these would all have to be removed 
cleaned and sterilised.  All these restrictions put a massive & impractical burden on club 
volunteers, coaches and managers.  This is why at a Club Delegates meeting a week ago, ALL 
BUNDABERG CLUBS agreed that NO MINIROOS training would commence until Stage 3 (10th 
July) once the majority of restrictions are reduced and player numbers increase and contact 
training is allowed. 

Please be aware that our committee is continually questioning our governing bodies, FQ & FQ 
Wide Bay about 3 main points, ALL which after weeks of talks has still not delivered us an answer 
for any of these. 

1) How does FQWB envisage the practicalities of operating a season for all age groups in Stage 
3 when venues are restricted to 100 people (players, parents & officials) at a venue like 
Martens Oval that normally supports 1,500-2,500 during the course of a Saturday?  (We are 
still waiting for a draft draw to outline how this is even possible). 

2) With the season only commencing in mid July, is there really a point in restarting the season, 
especially when miniroos haven’t even started? 

3) If the season is shortened, compared to the normal 20 weeks, will the governing bodies be 
offering reduced fees for compensation? 



Diggers FC committee is doing its upmost to represent our members to our governing bodies and 
are trying to get the best outcome for all our members and the rest of the Football members in 
Bundaberg.  It must be said that all Bundaberg Clubs have shown great unity in working towards 
trying to come up with workable solutions to either restart the season or suspend the season and 
request refunds or credits for the following years fees.  Unfortunately we are continually hampered 
by slow decision making from our governing bodies and continual changes to restriction guidelines.  
Once again, we can only give you, our members, information when it is given to us 
Diggers FC has prepared a COVID Safe plan to recommence a staggered start to trainings with 
Senior training starting next week, commencing Tuesday 9th of June.  We will then be 
recommencing Junior Competition age (U13 & U14) trainings the following week.  These age 
groups will receive COVID Safe guidelines via email, including instructions to ensure we follow our 
Safety Plan. 

Diggers FC Committee wishes to extend a MASSIVE Thank-you to all our members for your 
fantastic understanding during the past few months.  The pressure our committee is feeling to 
make sure we deliver a great experience to all our members in this unprecedented season has 
taken a huge toll on us all, but your understanding is acknowledged and very much appreciated. 

Thank-you all again and hope to have more information for you all ASAP. 

Kind Regards, 

Andrew Halpin 
President 

Diggers FC 


